
Can you read the story and write a list of words with the 
different ‘s’ sounds? 

A story about mice, rice and being nice 
 
Every day was the same for Steven Thistle. He got dressed at seven, left the house at 
half past, cycled to his office in the city centre and sat at his desk till precisely six 
o’clock. As the sales assistant at Whistle stop Cellphones, he did sums superbly. Tidiness 
was satisfying –he liked everything to be just so. His boss, Mr Sissons, was a 
disagreeable, cheerless person, always hassling him for answers in a loud voice. “Mr 
Thistle, can you process the most recent reports? And speedily!” “Yes, sir...At once, sir,” 
Steven would say seriously. The best part of the day was lunch, which consisted of a 
nice sandwich, some juice and something sweet, such as chocolates, sultanas, or his 
special snack: salt and vinegar rice cakes. Several people close by made faces at the 
smell of them, which certainly was strong and somewhat stinky, like gas. But he was 
used to their silly gossiping. One day, he had just settled at his desk when something 
scampered across the surface and disappeared down the side. A mouse! It must have 
found a small slice of cheese ...No, a rice cake was missing! 


